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& THE SAGES ORDAINED THAT ON THE
Shabbos that precedes Rosh Chodesh Nisan
— Or on Rosh Chodesh itself, if it falls on
Shabbos — the Torah portion that begins
with the words: This month shall be the first of months for you (Shemos
12:2) should be read. This portion is read in addition to #ge regular
weekly sidrah. !

& Thus, if Rosh Chodesh Nisan falls on 4 weekday, two Torah scrolls
are removed from the aron kodesh on the preceding Shabbos. Seven
people are called up for the regular reading from the first scroll. An
additional person — the maftir — is called up for the portion of This
month shall be... for you, which is read from the second scroll.

# If Rosh Chodesh Nisan falls on Shabbos, three scrolls are removed
from the aron kodesh. Six people are called up for the weekly sidrah
which is read from the first scroll. Kaddish is not recited when the
sidrah reading is completed. A seventh person is then called up for
the reading of the portion for Rosk Chodesh (Bemidbar 28:11-15) from
the second scroll. After this reading, Kaddish is recited, and then an
eighth person — the maftir — is called up for the portion of This
month shall be... for you, which is read from the third scroll.

The theme of the last reading — This month shall be the first of
months for you — forms the subject of the haftarah which is read
afterwards, for when we read from more than one Torah scroll on
Shabbos, the haftarah is always taken from a section of the Nevi'im
whose subject is related to the theme of the last réading. On this
Shabbos, the haftarah is taken from the book of Yechezkel (chapter
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ha-Chodesh
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parashah be read on this Shabbos because of the
esteem

importance of the month of Nisan, which is referred
) to as the head — or king — of all the months. [This
is alluded to in the verse: This month sholl be the first of months for
you, for the Hebrew word lachem — “for you” contains the same
letters as melech — “king.”] Because of the month’s significance, our
obligation to sanctify it [i.e., establish it] is greater than it is for other
months. Hence, we announce its commencement through special
readings from the Torah and haftarah in the synagogue on Shabbos
when people are gathered there. .

The additional Torah reading, by reminding the people that
Nisan is about to begin, also served in ancient times to remind
them of the approach -of Pesach and of the necessity to prepare
themselves for the pilgrimage to Jerusalem. The requirement to
ascend to Jerusalem on Pesach was more stringent than the similar
requirement on the other Festivals, for the obligation to offer the
Pesach sacrifice was fulfilled during this pilgrimage. The individual
offerings brought on the other Festivals could be brought at any
time within the week of the Festival, but the Pesach sacrifice could
only be offered on the fourteenth of Nisan.
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Jews Follgw the Lunar Cycle .

WHILE THE NATIONS of the world base their calendar on the
solar cycle, Am Yisrael calculate the months according to the
luhar cycle.

The sun appears each and every day, while the moon ap-
pears and then disappears, growing bigger and then smaller
again. The nations of the world try to claim stability and inde-
pendence. Their calendar follows the sun’s cycle — they base
themselves on nature, on the apparent course of events, dem-
onstratlng..,,that they are in control of their lives. They want to
steer their lives in the direction of their choice.

Am Yisrael follow the lunar cycle. The light of the moon
symbolizes the light of faith. The moon receives its light from
the sun; we count by the moon, indicating that we do not
run our lives on our own; rather, we depend on Hashem, the
;@eat Light” Who leads us.
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. and suffused with the Divine presence. If a person has an open

- mind and an open heart, he will feel the pressure and weight of
the Almighty’s presence in every last corner of existence, When
the Almighty says that He created everything for His honor,
He is telling us that He can be found and encountered every-
where and anywhere, that a person with a sensitive soul will feel
moved and inspired by the weight of His presence at all times
and in all places.
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'The Western world is covered with a thick blanket of sheka~
rim. We breathe in the contaminated air, and the next thing we
know, the most im‘portant.thing is to have a car and possessions,
to enjoy material experiences. We lose sight of the inner light of
creation, of its essence, its meaning, its boundless depth.

But if you could only swing the pendulum the other way, to

the other extreme, if we would see the £svod of the Almighty
in everything, if we would feel. the pressure of the Divine in
evcrytk%ing, the world would appear entirely different.
.~ 'Thereis a story about the Ba’al Hatanya, the first Lubavitcher
Rebbe. He was sitting on a bench in the deis medrash before
Shacharis together with -his young. grandson, the future
Tzemach Tzedek..

“Mendel, with what do you daven?” he asked him. “Where
do you get the energy and the strength to daven?”

“I get it from Zevodo malei olam,” the young man said. “The
whole world is filled with His glory. I think about the entire
world reflecting His glory, and I am ready to daven. And how
about you, grandfather? Where do you get your strength?”

The Ba'al Hatanya’s hands were gripping the bench. “I get it

from this bench,” he said. “I get it from the bench.”
'_\blt was a very profound answer that the Ba’al Hatanya gave
him. Because even in the plain and simple bench, the Ba’al
Hatanya saw the Divine so clearly; he had such a strong feel-
ing of the pressure of the presence of the Almighty that he was
inspired to daven in response and in honor of the Almighty.
'The bench, the rough piece of wood; spoke to him of the eternal
greatness of the Almighty. He understood that the £avod of the
Almighty was everywhere. )
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The Ksav Sofer enhaneés this idea. He says that the foremost Rosh:
Chodesh was Rosh Chodesh Nissan, which highlighted Hashem’s
 divine providence and control over the world with the miracle of yez-
zias Mitzrayim, the Exodus from Egypt. Every other Rosh Chodesh,

“with its aspect of renewal, continues this lesson. This power of re-
newal, adds the Sefer HaChinuch, also makes Rosh Chodesh a day of

repentance and atonement, signifying a new beginning.

\3
KLAL YISRAEL AND THE MOON

An additional underlying theme of Rosh Chodesh as a moed — a
special appointed time — is its special relationship to Klal Yisrael.
'The Seforno relates that Yisrael sanctifies the day of Rosh Chodesh,
hinted at in the termigology used to describe Rosh Chodesh which
is not found with any other yom tov: “uveroshei chodsheichem — your
New Moons” (Bemidbar 28:11). It is the only day that is referred to
as “yours” — “your New Moons.” (The term “bshavuaseichem” that
applies to Shavuos is explained by the Seforno to refer to another
concept completely.) The implication is that Rosh Chodesh is en-
hanced as a yom zov by the customs of the Jewish people in this
world, who are compared to the moon. Just as the moon has no
light of its own but only that which it reflects from the sun, so too
Klal Yisrael in this world are a total reflection of Hashem and have
nothing of their own.
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'The moon is called “/evanah,” from the word libun, to clarify. It
clarifies the spiritual aspects of the world, for the moon represents
renewal, which hints at Olam Haba, the future, renewed world,
since Olam Haba will be a renewed, perfected version of this world,
and Rosh Chodesh, the day when the moon is renewed, hints at this
spiritual renewal and perfection. Thus, Klal Yisrael base their cal-
endar predominantly on the moon. The fact that the moon is small
and has only reflected light, and does not have its own light, symbol-
izes the fact that the spiritual aspects of the world must be hidden
and obscute in this world to provide for free choice. However, in the
future world, this will not be necessary and the light of the moon
will be equal to the light of the sun; they will mesh totally because
even the physical aspect will reach its perfection. As Rabbi Moshe
Cordovero relates, thesouls in Gan Eden yearn for techiyas hameisim
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The moon waxes and wanes because it does not have its
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own .j¢ht; it merely reflects the sun’s light. We, too, go through
ups and downs because our entire existence is to serve the
Great Light; our sole purpose in life is to reveal Hashem’s light
in the world. Hashem leads us with hashgachah pratis — Divine
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Providence —in a way that will enable us to reveal the kevod
Shamayim He expects of us. The changes we go through in our
lives are perfectly orchestrated by Him to bring us to our pur-
pose of revealing kevod Shamayim.
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It is the waning of the moon that discloses that its light
comes from a higher source. In the same way, the purpose of
eve_;y_»gi_eclme and ester of the Jewish Nation is to strengthen
our faith, to bring us to the recognition
that there is Someone in control of the
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the revelation that follows. The more
we develop faith and reliance on Hashem during our times of
hardship, the more awareness we will have that all goodness
comes from Hashem and that it is all only for His honor. After
every hester, we merit greater closeness to Hashem in times of
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What is the inner significance of Rosh Chodesh?

The end of the month is a time of darkness. Today, with
lampposts in the streets, e don't feel it that much. But in ‘
the past, there was a big difference between the moonlit
nights and the dark nights at the end of the month. On Rosh

- Chodesh, the new moon’s light first begins to reveal itself,
then growing gradually with each passing day.

The end of the month symbolizes a time of darkne§s
and kester when a Jew does not feel Hashem’s closeness,
a time when Hashem’s control of the world is concealed.
Dovid Hamelech says in Tehillim, “I¢ is good to give thanks
to Hashem... to'tell in the morning Your kindness and Your
faith at nights” In the morning — during times of Hashem’s
revealed kindness — we must praise and thank Hashem for
His kmdness At'pight —in tlmg of darkness and conceal-
raent of Hashem’s kindness — we acquire emunah, faith. It is

precisely amidst the darkness that we strengthen our faith -

that Hashem is guiding us even though we do not see qr
feel it. This faith is those first rays of light that emerge from
the darkness. A Jew who has.faith does not live in darkness
anymore; he is connected to light. He connects to the Ribono
shel Olam even though Hashem'’s guiding Hand is still con-
cealed. He is attached to Hashem through his faith amidst

the darkness.

“+’ The moon at the beginning of the month casts hardly any
light; the night is still dark. But this barely visible sliver of
light is the light of faith. Rosh Chodesh is a day of faith, a day
that we reach the awareness that it is Hashem Who orches—

order gg purlfy us and brmg ustoa greater revelation of kevod

 Shamayim. We are joyous on Rosh Chodesh because we no

longer feel abandoned in the darkness; we know that there is

Someone in charge, leading us through the darkness toward a

clear destination of light.

«%(g On Rosh Chodesh, it is not forbidden to do melachah; it is
.an ordmary weekday, a day of hester — but one of joy nonethe-
less It is a great joy to be able to connect to faith amidst the
darkness We beheve and know that the hester and darkness

" Shamayim, to a deeper closeness to Hashem. This faith is the
first light that penetrates the darkness on Rosh Chodesh, her-
alding the great light to be revealed in the future.

37

leader from whom they could draw inspiration and erred by
worshipping the calf, The women had faith that Hashem had

done everything for the best. They understood that if Hashem
now chose to lead them without Moshe Rabbeinu — however
difficult that might be — it was surely for their best, and they

knew that it was up to the Jews to maintain that faith dur-
ing this time of hester and furthier cleave to Hashem. In the
merit of this faith, the women received the Yom Tov of Rosh
Chodesh, the day of faith within hester, The women proved

that they had the power of Rosh Chodesh — the ability to hold

on-to faith in a time of hester — and therefore they were wor-
thy of celebrating this day.

.
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Dovid Hamelech writes, “With a violin, I will solve my rid-
dle” (Tekillim 49:5). The riddle of life is: what is the point of
all declines and hester of this world? Dovid Hamelech solves
this riddle with the violin, with song. A song is always made

X

up of highs and lows. The most distinctive, moving part of

a song is the rising part, and yet, if a song would only go up
and not down, it would be grating and tasteless. The beauty
of a song lies in its complexity. One part of a melody is deep-

toned and the next part soars high, and even within each sec-
tion the tune rises and descends. '

The beauty of life is also created by its ups and downs, by
its complexity. The wonderful revelation of kevod Shamayim
in life comes precisely from the fluctuations, from the ups and
downs, the times of revelation and of darkness.

“Lamenatzeiach bineginos—to the conductor (literally,
winner) with melodies” — Dovid Hamelech triumphed over
and transcended the difficulties and times of /ester in his life

> with song. He knew how to reveal and experience the nachas
that Hashem derived from his times of difficulty. What sweet-
ness is there in a Jew who binds himself to Hashem with faith
in his hard times!
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